CH. xxvii.                       ANARCHY IN  ULSTER.                                 217

A man is applied to, and, if he consents to be sworn, he attends
a meeting, where he finds a number of men seated round a table
drinking, in perfect silence. One of them points to a Bible, and
the stranger, acting on instructions he has before received, takes
it himself, and swears not to disclose anything that he sees or
hears. The silence is then broken, and the others begin to talk,
and produce the constitution of the society. If the new comer
is prepared to obey, he says so, pointing to the Bible which lies
on the table. If not, he has only to keep the oath of secrecy.1

All the guns in the neighbourhood, writes a magistrate from
Croagh, in the county of Antrim, have been seized by the United
Irishmen. Ash trees are everywhere cut down to make pike
handles. The magistrates are so unprotected, that they dare not
act. There are very few soldiers in the neighbourhood. Many of
the militia cannot be depended on, and the post office is no longer
safe, on account of the disloyalty of the postmasters.2 Lord Castle-
stewart, writing from his house, in the county of Tyrone, reported
that numbers of men were accustomed to meet in his district by
night, and that smiths were employed in making pike heads.
' They all declare/ he says, c that though a Frenchman should not
land in the kingdom, they will shortly rise in a mass and attempt
to execute their designs, that for this purpose they are swearing
their different bodies to be ready at an hour's warning to go
wherever they are ordered. . . . The impression of terror is so
great all over the country, that no one dares give the least degree
of information.' A number of ash trees on his own domain had
been cut down, probably to form pike handles, and bodies of men
were traversing the country in all directions on horseback, plun-
dering arms.3 About Derry, reported Conolly, the people are as
wicked and rebellious as in any part of the North. It was impos-
sible to get them to take the oath of allegiance. A man's ears had
been cut off near Grarvagh ; corn stacks had been stripped, houses
attacked, men knocked down and robbed on the highways.4

Communications of this kind were pouring incessantly into
the Castle, during the last few weeks of 1796. ' Systematic
plans of assassination seem to have been established to stop the

1  N. Alexander (of Boragh), Nov.     undated, but apparently  November
15, 1796.                                                 1796.

2  Andrew Newton, Nov. 25, 1796.            4 Thos. Conolly, Nov. 19, 1796.
8 Lord Castlestewart, Stewart Hall,